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ANTHONY EDWARDS 
OVERSEAS-QUALIFIED PSYCHIATRISTS 

Statement 
HON LJILJANNA RAVLICH (East Metropolitan) [5.15 pm]: I rise tonight to speak on a couple of matters, 
with the first being in relation to Anthony Edwards. Members might remember that I raised this issue in this 
place a week or so ago. I had sought some answers to some questions that were being asked by a grieving family, 
and they were not provided. Even after having obtained an authorisation, the Minister for Mental Health refused 
to provide that information, arguing that only the deceased could give authority for any information relating to 
the deceased’s death to be released to a third party. A number of issues arose out of that. The minister also, from 
memory, said that her office had been in contact with Mr Ian Edwards and that Mr Edwards was satisfied with 
the explanation given by the minister’s office and that everything was on track so there was no longer an issue. I 
have to report that that is not quite correct. In fact, that is a long way from the situation. In fact, Ian Edwards has 
made public comment, as the minister might be aware, that it is not good enough for her to not explain why his 
son was released from the Alma Street clinic the day before he killed himself.  

I, too, believe that it is not acceptable that a simple question surrounding the release of Anthony Edwards cannot 
be answered by this minister or, indeed, by anyone in the mental health system or the health system. Members 
might also remember that the minister said she was happy to meet with Mr Ian Edwards and that contact had 
been made between her office and him. He says that he has no record of Alma Street trying to contact the family 
and that on Thursday, which I assume was last Thursday or the Thursday before, he had invited the minister to 
his house to talk with the family. Of course, that did not happen. In fact, the minister has made no attempt to 
meet with Mr Edwards or his family in the family home. It seems to me that there is a big divide between what 
this minister says in this place and what is actually the truth. I am hoping that the minister can respond and 
update us on that matter.  

Another issue is that of overseas psychiatrists working within the mental health system and holding conditional 
or restricted registration. The legislation that is before the house for us to authorise certain acts that they have 
been performing or omissions they have made is, I have to say, of concern to me. Once again, I put my concerns 
on the public record. We know that some of these practitioners have been involved in, for example, making 
voluntary patients, involuntary patients, when they did not have the authority to do so. If I am wrong, the 
minister might take the opportunity to correct me.  

Hon Helen Morton interjected. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH: They may well have done so under the Poisons Act. They may well have been 
involved in authorising certain medications to be administered to patients, or giving certain medications to 
patients.  
I asked a set of questions yesterday. I got a most unsatisfactory answer; in fact, I got no answer at all. Given the 
number of deaths that have occurred in mental health facilities around the state, including public hospitals, it is 
beholden on this minister to get up in this place and answer some of these questions. When the minister does not 
answer any questions about this matter, she is making a bad situation even worse. Today I asked a question about 
the coroner’s office and what is going on at Graylands Hospital. We found out today that there is a coronial 
investigation into nine deaths at that facility. I understand that some of these psychiatrists have been working at 
Graylands and at the Bentley adolescent unit. I also understand that some of them were employed at Fremantle 
Hospital. It concerns me that psychiatrists who were on conditional or restricted registrations have been 
performing certain acts or making certain omissions and that people have perhaps taken their life because they 
may well have been put on certain medication administered by somebody who was not authorised to prescribe 
those medications. Clearly, this is a very serious issue. For you to just sit there and look at me as though there is 
something wrong with asking this question — 

Point of Order 
Hon LIZ BEHJAT: The comments just made by Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich went along the lines of: for “you” just 
to sit there and for “you” just to look at me. Is she talking about you, Mr President?  

The PRESIDENT: This has been mentioned a couple of times in the last few days. Members need to direct their 
comments through the Chair, and then it is quite clear. If they are referring to another member, they should name 
that member as the honourable such-and-such or the minister for such-and-such.  

Debate Resumed 
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Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH: For the Minister for Mental Health to hold the view that in some way she is a 
protected species and is not required to provide information to this Parliament to allay the concerns of people 
who have lost loved ones is unsatisfactory.  

Hon Ken Travers: We all remember when she sat on this side of the house.  

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH: Absolutely! I am not asking the minister to do anything extraordinary. I am 
asking the minister to allay the concerns about what appears to be an emerging issue that is extraordinary, to say 
the least; that is, for a minister to come into this place and to seek the Parliament to retrospectively validate 
certain acts and omissions performed by a category of health professionals who have restricted licences so to 
speak but who have been performing a range of acts that they perhaps should not have. We know they should not 
have been performing these acts, because if they had been allowed to do that, the minister would never have 
brought this legislation into this Parliament. The fact is that we know also that the Chief Psychiatrist and the 
Minister for Mental Health have for two years sat on their hands. The Minister for Mental Health has sat on her 
hands and done nothing about it for two years. How long does it take to rectify an issue as serious as this? Once 
she found out that she had a problem, there is a process by which that can be remedied fairly quickly—if the will 
is there to do so. This minister failed over a two-year period to remedy that situation, and in the last days of the 
term of this government, she has come into this place seeking a remedy for this.  

I say to the Minister for Mental Health that I will be the happiest of all the members in this chamber if she can 
get up after me and give a coherent response to the concerns that I hold on behalf of the many people who are 
impacted by this mess that is of her own making.  
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